<I.ii>

Whoever offers to another a bargain of any kind, proposes to do this. Give me that which I want, and you shall have this which you want, is the meaning of every such offer; and it is in this manner that we obtain from one another the far greater part of those good offices which we stand in need of. It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest. We address ourselves, not to their humanity but to their self-love, and never talk to them of our own necessities but of their advantages. 

I [Boswell] mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book on The Wealth of Nations, which was just published, and that Sir John Pringle had overserved to me, that Dr. Smith, who had never been in trade, could not be expected to write well on that subject any more than a lawyer upon physick. JOHNSON. "He is mistaken, Sir: a man who has never been engaged in trade himself may undoubtedly write well upon trade, and there is nothing which requires more to be illustrated by philosophy than trade does. As to mere wealth, that is to say, money, it is clear that one nation or one individual cannot increase its store but by making another poorer: but trade procures what is more valuable, the reciprocation of the peculiar advantages of different countries. A merchant seldom thinks but of his own particular trade. To write a good book upon it, a man must have extensive views. It is not necessary to have practised, to write well upon a subject."

[J. Boswell, Life of Johnson, 1980, 682-683.]
on the concept of the homo oeconomicus: [R.W. Coase, "Adam Smith's View of Man." Journal of Law and Economics 19:3 (1976), 529-546]
An inquiry in five books, the Wealth of Nations sites economic activity within a framework of a wide-ranging discussion of social institutions and human propensities. The effect of its extended description is to complicate and problematize economic analysis by driving the economic impulses deeper into the recesses of human personality as the natural basis of our psychological and social existence.

[K. Sutherland, "Introduction." The Wealth of Nations, 1993, xi.]
Taken together, as they need be, these five books [des WN] represent more than a theoretic collectivity or practical handbook of writings on trade, manufacture, money, wealth, and so on; their larger subject, the struggle for individual liberty and general prosperity in history, is shared with other panoramic narratives, both factual and fictional, of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment. Further, certain major subjects and themes give structure and coherence to, or establish contradictory reverberations within, a work which is often merely rambling and repetitively expansive. 

[K. Sutherland, "Introduction." The Wealth of Nations, 1993, xi.]
Smith "wants to take possession of the foundations of philosophy and turn uncertain explanations into the reassuring act of explaining. He would consolidate his authority over the human world and would make sense out of all the paradoxes implicit in it. Doing all that he can to enlarge the jurisdiction of the human world, Smith suggest - long before Pierre Duhen, Thomas Kuhn, and Hans Georg Gadamer - that everything that can be known, including passions, forces, and instincts, must be known in the context of some controllable, revisable theory." 

[Kevin L. Cope, Criteria of Certainty. Truth and Judgement in the English Enlightenment. Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1990, 169.]
on Smith’s ideas of ethics, economy, and politics

Cf. H. C. Recktenwald, "Adam Smith." Klassiker des ökonomischen Denkens, 1989, 134-155, speziell Kapitel "3. Die unzerstörbare Ordnungsidee - Ethik, Ökonomie und Politik", 139ff.
in Smith mutual interdependence of all people central
[Cf. George Peden, "Divide and Grow." The Times Literary Supplement 4866 (5.7.1996), 30-31.]
Selbstinteresse bedeutet im Wohlstand der Nationen das natürliche und damit sowohl moralisch als auch juristisch legitime Recht, den eigenen Vorteil zu verfolgen. Entscheidend ist aber, daß es sich hierbei nicht um asozialen Egoismus handelt, sondern das Selbstinteresse ist bemüht, die Bedürfnisse des einzelnen zu befriedigen und seiner Liebe zu sich selbst nachzukommen, ohne dabei die Gesamtgesellschaft zu schädigen. Die Absicht des ökonomisch denkenden und handelnden Menschen ist damit zwar auf das eigene Wohl gerichtet, vermeidet aber gleichzeitig eine bewußte und wissentliche Beeinträchtigung der übrigen Menschen und nimmt auch nicht billigend Nachteile für seine Umwelt in Kauf. Das Selbstinteresse wird damit reguliert durch das Streben nach gesellschaftlicher Akzeptanz und Einhaltung sozialethischer Normen, aber ebenso durch Gesetze, geschriebene wie ungeschriebene, und nicht zuletzt durch die Konkurrenz am Markt.

[Thomas Rommel und Helen Winter. Adam Smith für Anfänger. "Der Wohlstand der Nationen". Eine Lese-Einführung. München: DTV, 1999, 68-69.]

FOR my own part, I am already resolved what to do; I have a pretty good Shop of Irish Stuffs and Silks, and instead of taking Mr. WOOD’s bad Copper, I intend to Truck with my Neighbours the Butchers, and Bakers, and Brewers, and the rest, Goods for Goods, and the little Gold and Silver I have, I will keep by me like my Heart’s Blood till better Times, or until I am just ready to starve [...].

[Jonathan Swift, "To the Tradesmen, Shop-Keepers, Farmers, and Common-People in General, of the Kingdom of IRELAND. 1724." The Writings of Jonathan Swift. Authoritative Texts. Backgrounds. Criticism. Eds. Robert A. Greenberg und William B. Piper. Norton Critical Edition. New York, London: Norton, 1973, 491. Hervorhebungen von Swift.]
The connecting principle that Smith was to discover in the economic functioning of society was the operation of self-interest tempered by competition, which together produced the beneficient effects as if guided by some "hidden hand".

[“Just Books. Enlightenment luminary." The Economist 337:7940 (11.11.1995), 5.]
Smith does not trust politicians 
[Horst Claus Recktenwald, Adam Smiths Paradigmen. Bewährtes und Unvollendetes. (Abhandlungen der Geistes- und Sozialwissenschaftlichen Klasse der Akademie der Wissenschaften und Literatur; Jahrgang 1986, Nr. 4). Stuttgart: Steiner, 1986, 23]
Jene Praxis [die hartnäckige Erinnerung] hat die englischsprechende Öffentlichkeit so monopol-bewußt gemacht, daß es ihr zur Gewohnheit geworden ist, dieser dunklen Macht praktisch alles zuzuschreiben, was ihr im Wirtschaftsleben nicht paßt. Namentlich für den typischen liberalen Bourgeois wurde das Monopol zum Urheber beinahe aller Mißstände, ja es wurde zu einem beliebten Kinderschreck. Adam Smith, der in erster Linie an Monopole des Tudor- und Stuart-Typs dachte, betrachtete sie in furchtbarer Würde mit finsteren Blicken.

[Joseph A. Schumpeter, Kapitalismus, Sozialismus und Demokratie. Einführung Eberhard K. Seifert. (UTB; 172) Tübingen  Basel: Francke, 71993, 164-165.]
